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India and the Quest for One World is the gripping story of 
India’s quest to create a common destiny for all people 
across the world based on the concept of ‘human rights’. 
In the years leading up to its independence from Great 
Britain, and more than a decade after, in a world torn 
asunder by unchecked colonial expansions and two world 
wars, Jawaharlal Nehru had a radical vision: bridging the 
ideological differences of the East and West, healing 
the growing rift between capitalist and communist, 
and creating ‘One World’ that would be free of empire, 
exploitation and war.
 
As Manu Bhagavan recounts the story of this quest, iconic 
figures are seen through new eyes as they challenge all 
of us to imagine a better future. Based on seven years 
of research, across three continents, this is the first truly 
international history of newly independent India.

www.palgrave.com

Manu Bhagavan teaches at Hunter College and the Graduate Center, The City 
University of New York, USA, where he is a Professor of History and Chair of the 
Human Rights Program at the Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute. He has been 
a fellow of the American Council of Learned Societies and President of the Society 
for Advancing the History of South Asia. He has also been interviewed by CNN-IBN, 
BBC Radio, World Citizen Radio, Press TV, and INI9. 

‘With narrative verve and meticulous scholarship, Manu Bhagavan tells an important though under-appreciated 
story.’ - Strobe Talbott, President, Brookings Institution 

‘A powerful re-examination of Indian concepts of international affairs during the era of independence’ -  Arne Westad, 
Author of The Global Cold War and Director of IDEAS at The London School of Economics

‘[India and the Quest for One World] is an eloquent statement on how global peace can be achieved through a 
commitment to our interdependence and a clear understanding that everyone’s freedom and prosperity are 
inextricably linked.’ - Pam Omidyar, Founder and Chair of the Board, Humanity United 
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